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     Subject of Possible Rule Making: Chapter 246-215 WAC, Food service, with 

the goal of developing regulations that are more consistent statewide, using the 

FDA Food Code as a guide.  

     Statutes Authorizing the Agency to Adopt Rules on this Subject: RCW 

43.20.050.  

     Reasons Why Rules on this Subject may be Needed and What They Might 

Accomplish: The state's food service rules were last significantly revised in 1992. 

Since then, the United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) developed a 

model ordinance for regulating food service establishments called the "Food 

Code." Thirty states have adopted and fifteen other states are in the process of 

adopting most of the Food Code. Members of the food service industry and local 

health personnel have commented that the state's food service rules need to be 

more consistent with the provisions of the Food Code regarding such issues as 

manager knowledge, exclusion of ill workers from food preparation, alternative 

cooking temperatures, refrigeration temperature, speed of cooling, reheating, 

time/temperature control, molluscan shellfish tags, and greater use of hazard 

analysis critical control point process. Some other provisions of the state rules 

need clarification regarding such issues as bare hand contact with ready to eat 

food, temporary events, temperature monitoring, and exempt foods.  

     Other Federal and State Agencies that Regulate this Subject and the Process 

Coordinating the Rule with These Agencies: The United States Department of 

Agriculture regulates the production of meat and poultry products in interstate 
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commerce; FDA regulates other food items in interstate commerce and provides 

guidance to state and local agencies about safe food service practices; the 

Washington State Department of Agriculture regulates food products in intrastate 

commerce at the wholesale level; the Department of Health administers rules of 

the board regarding retail food service safety, which are implemented by local 

health agencies.  

     Process for Developing New Rule: Broad-based advisory committee of food 

service stakeholders and food safety partners.  

     Interested parties can participate in the decision to adopt the new rule and 

formulation of the proposed rule before publication by contacting Marianne 

Seifert, Environmental Health Policy Advisor, Washington State Board of Health, 

P.O. Box 47990, Olympia, WA 98504-7990, phone (360) 236-4103, fax (360) 

236-4088, e-mail Marianne.seifert@doh.wa.gov; or Ned Therien, Public Health 

Advisor, Washington State Department of Health, P.O. Box 47824, Olympia, WA 

98504-7824, phone (360) 236-3071, fax (360) 236-2257, e-mail 

ned.therien@doh.wa.gov.  
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